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	Bill Updates




	 



	HB83
	PSYCHOLOGY LAWS (HACKETT R) To revise the laws governing the practice of psychology.

	 
	Current Status:   
	12/12/2013 - Sent to Governor for Signature

	 
	Recent Status:   
	12/4/2013 - Consideration of Senate Amendments; Concurred Vote 89-0
12/4/2013 - PASSED BY SENATE; Vote 33-0

	 

	HB126
	HEALTH CARE POWER OF ATTORNEY-LIVING WILL (KUNZE S, STINZIANO M) To allow a person who creates a durable power of attorney for health care to authorize the attorney in fact to obtain health information about the person, to make an individual who is designated as an alternate attorney in fact ineligible to witness the instrument that creates a durable power of attorney for health care, to permit the principal to nominate a guardian in a durable power of attorney for health care, and to establish a presumption that a valid living will declaration revokes all prior declarations.

	 
	Current Status:   
	12/12/2013 - Sent to Governor for Signature

	 
	Recent Status:   
	11/20/2013 - PASSED BY SENATE; Vote 33-0
11/20/2013 - Bills for Third Consideration

	 

	HB147
	LIZZIE B. BYRD ACT (PATMON B, WACHTMANN L) To require a surgeon performing a mastectomy, lymph node dissection, or lumpectomy in a hospital to guide the patient and provide referrals in accordance with the standards of the National Accreditation Program for Breast Centers and to name this act the "Lizzie B. Byrd Act."

	 
	Current Status:   
	12/12/2013 - Sent to Governor for Signature

	 
	Recent Status:   
	12/4/2013 - PASSED BY SENATE; Vote 33-0
12/4/2013 - Bills for Third Consideration

	 

	HB178
	SCHOOL SAFETY DRILLS (PHILLIPS D) To amend with respect to school safety drills.

	 
	Current Status:   
	12/11/2013 - REPORTED OUT AS AMENDED, House Education, (Third Hearing)

	 
	Recent Status:   
	10/23/2013 - SUBSTITUTE BILL ACCEPTED, House Education, (Second Hearing)
6/11/2013 - House Education, (First Hearing)

	 

	HB182
	NEWBORN SCREENING PROGRAM-SCID (BARNES, JR. J) To codify the genetic, endocrine, and metabolic disorders screened for under the existing Newborn Screening Program; to include severe combined immunodeficiency (SCID) as an additional disorder to be screened for under the Program; and to declare an emergency.

	 
	Current Status:   
	12/11/2013 - House Health and Aging, (Fourth Hearing)

	 
	Recent Status:   
	6/19/2013 - House Health and Aging, (Third Hearing)
6/12/2013 - House Health and Aging, (Second Hearing)

	 

	HB183
	NEWBORN SCREENING PROGRAM (BARNES, JR. J) To codify the genetic, endocrine, and metabolic disorders screened for under the existing Newborn Screening Program and to declare an emergency.

	 
	Current Status:   
	12/11/2013 - House Health and Aging, (Fourth Hearing)

	 
	Recent Status:   
	6/19/2013 - House Health and Aging, (Third Hearing)
6/12/2013 - House Health and Aging, (Second Hearing)

	 

	HB314
	CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE PRESCRIPTIONS-MINORS (BAKER N) To require a prescriber to obtain written informed consent from a minor's parent, guardian, or other person responsible for the minor before issuing a controlled substance prescription to the minor and to establish sanctions for a prescriber's failure to comply with this requirement.

	 
	Current Status:   
	12/11/2013 - House Health and Aging, (First Hearing)

	 
	Recent Status:   
	12/10/2013 - , (Third Hearing)
11/19/2013 - , (Second Hearing)

	 

	HB315
	NEONATAL ABSTINENCE SYNDROME (WACHTMANN L) To require hospital reporting of neonatal abstinence syndrome.

	 
	Current Status:   
	12/17/2013 - House Health and Aging, (Second Hearing)

	 
	Recent Status:   
	12/11/2013 - SUBSTITUTE BILL ACCEPTED, House Health and Aging, (First Hearing)
12/10/2013 - , (Third Hearing)

	 

	HB326
	DIABETIC SHOE FITTERS (ROEGNER K, REECE A) To exempt diabetic shoe fitters from licensure.

	 
	Current Status:   
	12/11/2013 - REPORTED OUT, House Commerce, Labor and Technology, (Third Hearing)

	 
	Recent Status:   
	12/4/2013 - House Commerce, Labor and Technology, (Second Hearing)
11/20/2013 - House Commerce, Labor and Technology, (First Hearing)

	 

	HB332
	CHRONIC PAIN TREATMENT STANDARDS (WACHTMANN L, ANTONIO N) To establish standards and procedures for opioid treatment of chronic, intractable pain resulting from noncancer conditions and to require that professional disciplinary action be taken for failing to comply with those standards and procedures.

	 
	Current Status:   
	12/10/2013 - , (Second Hearing)

	 
	Recent Status:   
	11/19/2013 - , (First Hearing)
11/13/2013 - REFERRED TO SUBCOMMITTEE, House Health and Aging, (Second Hearing)

	 

	HB341
	SCHEDULE II DRUG PRESCRIPTIONS (SMITH R) To prohibit a controlled substance that is a schedule II drug or contains opioids from being prescribed or dispensed without review of patient information in the State Board of Pharmacy's Ohio Automated Rx Reporting System.

	 
	Current Status:   
	12/10/2013 - , (First Hearing)

	 
	Recent Status:   
	11/20/2013 - REFERRED TO SUBCOMMITTEE, House Health and Aging, (First Hearing)
11/12/2013 - Referred to Committee House Health and Aging

	 

	HB378
	TREATMENT-OPIOID ADDICTION (SMITH R, SPRAGUE R) To prohibit a physician from prescribing or personally furnishing certain drugs to treat opioid dependence or addiction unless the patient is receiving appropriate behavioral counseling or treatment.

	 
	Current Status:   
	12/17/2013 - House Health and Aging, (First Hearing)

	 
	Recent Status:   
	12/10/2013 - Referred to Committee House Health and Aging
12/5/2013 - Introduced

	 

	HB381
	IDENTIFICATION VERIFICATION-CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE (SEARS B) To require a retail terminal distributor of dangerous drugs to verify identification when dispensing a controlled substance or tramadol.

	 
	Current Status:   
	12/10/2013 - Introduced

	 
	Recent Status:   
	

	 

	HB384
	MINIMUM AGE DECREASE-IMMUNIZATIONS (ANTONIO N, SMITH R) To decrease the minimum age of the patients for whom a pharmacist may administer certain immunizations.

	 
	Current Status:   
	12/10/2013 - Introduced

	 
	Recent Status:   
	

	 

	HR306
	MALNUTRITION-HEALTH (HEARD T) Recognizing the problem of malnutrition and its impact on health outcomes.

	 
	Current Status:   
	12/11/2013 - ADOPTED BY HOUSE; Vote 90-0

	 
	Recent Status:   
	12/11/2013 - REPORTED OUT, House Health and Aging, (First Hearing)
12/10/2013 - Referred to Committee House Health and Aging

	 

	SB206
	MEDICAID (BURKE D, CAFARO C) To require implementation of certain Medicaid revisions, reform systems, and program oversight, and to make an appropriation.

	 
	Current Status:   
	12/12/2013 - Sent to Governor for Signature

	 
	Recent Status:   
	12/4/2013 - PASSED BY HOUSE; Amended on Floor Bill Vote 52-35
12/4/2013 - Consideration of House Amendments; Concurred Vote 28-5

	 

	SB257
	HEARING AID COVERAGE (BROWN E) To require health insurers to offer coverage for hearing aids.

	 
	Current Status:   
	12/12/2013 - Introduced

	 
	Recent Status:   
	

	 

	SCR10
	PROSTATE CANCER SCREENING (BURKE D) To memorialize the Congress of the United States to seek the withdrawal of the United States Preventive Services Task force recommendation against prostate-specific antigen-based screening for prostate cancer for men in all age groups.

	 
	Current Status:   
	12/17/2013 - House Health and Aging, (First Hearing)

	 
	Recent Status:   
	12/10/2013 - Referred to Committee House Health and Aging
12/4/2013 - ADOPTED BY SENATE; Vote 33-0

	 

	SCR24
	PANCREATIC CANCER AWARENESS MONTH (BACON K) To declare November 2013 as "Pancreatic Cancer Awareness Month."

	 
	Current Status:   
	12/11/2013 - ADOPTED BY HOUSE; Vote 93-0

	 
	Recent Status:   
	12/11/2013 - Bills for Third Consideration
12/4/2013 - REPORTED OUT, House Health and Aging, (Second Hearing)

	 



	Bills Introduced Since 12/9/2013

	 

	HB381
	IDENTIFICATION VERIFICATION-CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE (SEARS B) To require a retail terminal distributor of dangerous drugs to verify identification when dispensing a controlled substance or tramadol.

	HB384
	MINIMUM AGE DECREASE-IMMUNIZATIONS (ANTONIO N, SMITH R) To decrease the minimum age of the patients for whom a pharmacist may administer certain immunizations.

	SB257
	HEARING AID COVERAGE (BROWN E) To require health insurers to offer coverage for hearing aids.

	 


Week in Review
Friday, December 13, 2013

HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES

Beginning Monday, Dec. 9, the Ohio Office of Health Transformation (OHT) announced, the following Ohioans will be able to apply for Medicaid benefits online at http://www.benefits.ohio.gov/: children and pregnant women up to 200 percent of poverty and adults with income up to 138 percent of poverty. This latter group includes parents, childless adults and people with disabilities. This is the group of Ohioans made eligible for Medicaid through the expansion approved via Controlling Board action on Oct. 21, 2013.

Rep. Terry Johnson (R-McDermott), a physician and former county coroner, urged a group of physicians testifying before a House subcommittee on drug addiction to take ownership of the state's opioid epidemic, and he chided witnesses who implied they can't be held responsible for what happens after they prescribe a medication. Ahead of the subcommittee hearing, House members laid out the 11 legislative proposals they're introducing to address addiction in Ohio. 

Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary Kathleen Sebelius announced Wednesday that nearly 365,000 individuals had selected plans from the state and federal marketplaces by the end of November. "November alone added more than a quarter million enrollees in state and federal marketplaces. Enrollment in the federal marketplace in November was more than four times greater than October's reported federal enrollment number," she said in a release.

The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) announced Wednesday that it plans to issue a $50 million funding opportunity announcement to help community health centers establish or expand behavioral health services for people living with mental illness and drug and alcohol problems. It also announced the launch of www.mentalhealth.gov, a new website featuring easy-to-understand information about basic signs of mental health problems, how to talk about mental health and how to find help.

MEDICAID EXPANSION/REFORM

Ohio Medicaid Director John McCarthy told a joint House-Senate committee Tuesday that the state is waiting for the federal government to send 21,000 names of enrollees who've signed up through the federal website, and urged that those people should go reapply on the state's website at http://www.benefits.ohio.gov .
[bookmark: _GoBack]

AGRICULTURE

The Ohio Department of Agriculture (ODAg) announced Monday that 17 land trusts, counties and local Soil and Water Conservation Districts will receive funding to help preserve farmland across the state. These organizations will receive allocations from the Clean Ohio Fund to manage the Local Agricultural Easement Purchase Program (LAEPP).

Ohio first lady Karen W. Kasich and Ohio Department of Agriculture (ODAg) Director David T. Daniels Thursday announced the four winners of the 2013 Ohio Agriculture Women of the Year Award at a reception at the Ohio Governor's Residence and Heritage Gardens. They included Joanne Kick-Raack, Lisa Schacht, Morgan Taggart and Micki Zartman.

ARTS

Six winners have been selected to receive the 2014 Governor's Awards for the Arts in Ohio. The awards will be presented at a luncheon on Wednesday, May 21, 2014 at the Columbus Athenaeum in downtown Columbus. Winners were selected from 76 nominations submitted by organizations and individuals throughout Ohio, and include the following: 
- Arts Administration: Sherri Geldin, Wexner Center for the Arts in Columbus 
- Arts Education: Dancing Wheels Company and School in Cleveland 
- Arts Patron: The Carol Ann and Ralph V. Haile Jr./U.S. Bank Foundation in Cincinnati 
- Business Support of the Arts: Macy's, Inc.
- Community Development and Participation: Neal Gittleman, Dayton Philharmonic Orchestra 
- Individual Artist: Sheri Williams, Dayton Contemporary Dance Company

ATTORNEY GENERAL

Attorney General Mike DeWine took his Safe Neighborhoods Initiative to Warren this month, where the state will support new prevention efforts among violent offenders. The program began in Akron last spring and has since been adopted by Steubenville. Safe Neighborhoods helps communities facing an onslaught of violent crime by targeting their most violent offenders, "typically a small group of people responsible for a large amount of crime," the AG's office said. Offenders meet with local, state and federal law enforcement, "who then warn them that those who continue to commit crimes will cause a large scale law enforcement crackdown on their entire gang or group."

AUDITOR OF STATE

State Auditor Dave Yost cited Medicaid providers for nearly $400,000 in overpayments and interest this week. Yost said licensed practical nurse Candy Cain, a Kentucky resident, failed to respond to requests for documentation as part of a Medicaid audit. She did not answer engagement letters sent Aug. 5 and 20 of this year. Without documentation, auditors identified 100 percent of her billed services between Jan. 1, 2010 and Dec. 31, 2011 as an overpayment. Another $155,000 in overpayments and interest was assessed to former Medicaid provider Mark Johnson, a personal care aide.

Auditor Dave Yost announced that Franklin County received the "Auditor of State Award with Distinction" Thursday for an excellent record and clean audit in its recently completed annual review.

BUSINESS/CORPORATE

ProgressOhio, a vocal critic of Gov. John Kasich and his administration, Monday provided reporters with copies of documents including a confidential internal memo that detailed the negotiations leading to Ohio State University's (OSU) $50 million investment in the Drive Capital fund managed by former chief investment officer for Kasich, Mark Kvamme. The deal Kvamme and fellow Drive Capital General Partner Chris Olsen struck with Ohio State late last summer will apparently net them the same payoff as one turned down by the Ohio Public Employees Retirement System (OPERS), according to ProgressOhio Executive Director Brian Rothenberg.

CIVIL RIGHTS

"Why Marriage Matters Ohio" announced Wednesday that political strategist Michael Premo is leading the statewide public education campaign for marriage equality in Ohio.

CONSTITUTIONAL MODERNIZATION COMMISSION

Most of the committees of the Ohio Constitutional Modernization Commission met on Thursday except for the Organization and Administration and Coordinating committees' joint session, which was cancelled. There still is no word on who is being considered for executive director of the commission, with commission spokesman Bevan Schneck telling Hannah News he is not sure when the subcommittee charged with reviewing candidates will make a recommendation.

Bruce Cain, a professor of political science at Stanford University and director of the Bill Lane Center for the American West at the university, testified before the Constitutional Revisions and Updating Committee via Skype on the differences between California and Ohio's system of putting questions on the ballot.

Central figures from the DeRolph cases urged the Education, Public Institutions and Miscellaneous and Local Government Committee Thursday to include mandates for pricing an adequate education in their recommendations, while a top charter school advocate suggested similar litigation could arise from inequities in funding for charter students.

Roger Beckett, chairman of the Public Education and Information Committee, opened by noting that commission co-chairman Speaker William Batchelder (R-Medina) had agreed to donate the efforts of a caucus staffer. Communications staffer Bevan Schneck will be assisting the committee until the commission hires outreach staff.

Professor Dale Oesterle of Ohio State University's Moritz College of Law discussed public/private partnerships for the Finance, Taxation and Economic Development Committee. Oesterle said insolvency, or excessive spending funded by debt, has long been an "Achilles heel" of representative democracies, noting failures of Greece, the city of Detroit, state of Illinois, the Republic of Texas and most states under the Articles of Confederation.

One of Ohio's most outspoken advocates of fully partisan judicial elections told members of the Judicial Branch and Administration of Justice Committee Thursday that while he believes candidates for Ohio Supreme Court and lower courts should be free to express ideological opinions under the First Amendment, he does not believe judicial integrity is best served by a political "voice in the wilderness," especially one flush with private, partisan funding. Justice William O'Neill's answer to that paradox is a hypothetical $10 million public campaign fund for judicial candidates and additional public funding for an independent commission that would assume the difficult task of educating and interesting voters on the subject of court elections -- what most Ohioans generally regard as "boring," said O'Neill.

The Legislative and Executive Branch Committee discussed ways to achieve consensus on remaining redistricting issues, after reaching agreement that at least one member of the minority party should need to approve any map.

CORRECTIONS

The American Civil Liberties of Ohio filed a new lawsuit Monday against the Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Correction (DRC) that claims Ohio prison officials are refusing to grant media interviews of prisoners convicted of crimes related to the 1993 Lucasville prison uprising.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

JobsOhio President John Minor acknowledged Ohio's slowing development climate in the latest quarterly figures Tuesday but said the future looks quite promising based on ongoing negotiations with businesses interested in investing in the Buckeye State. Minor addressed board members at their final quarterly meeting for 2013. He said despite a "down quarter" for the previous three-month period compared to last year, Ohio continues to attract a range of commercial interests.

The Third Frontier Commission approved more than $12.8 million in technology awards at its final meeting of 2013 Wednesday, supporting biomedical companies and public/nonprofit business incubators in 10 Ohio counties. The newly created Commercial Acceleration Loan Fund (CALF) provided half of all funding in first-ever awards benefitting four firms serving the health care industry.

ECONOMY

House Democrats criticized Gov. John Kasich's handling of the economy Tuesday, saying his "trickle down" fiscal policies have significantly harmed Ohio's economic recovery. Rep. Debbie Phillips (D-Athens) said "deep cuts to schools and communities, combined with a massive tax shift that favors those at the very top, have caused Ohio's economic recovery to deteriorate." The governor's office responded Wednesday by noting gains in the number of Ohioans working in the private sector, housing sale growth and other factors. 

EDUCATION

State Board of Education member Bryan Williams resigned his seat Monday amid questions about his work as a lobbyist while serving as a state elected official. Meanwhile, board committees continued work on an array of regulations on topics from career technical education to general operating standards for schools. Williams wrote an email to Board President Debe Terhar just after 1 p.m. Monday informing her of his resignation, citing "recent media reports" that suggest his work as a lobbyist while serving on the board conflicts with ethics standards. 

Twenty-four winning proposals will receive a combined $88.6 million in January from the Straight A Fund, following a vote Friday morning by the education innovation program's oversight board. Awards ranged from the maximum allowable $15 million for a collaborative of 27 Appalachian schools led by the Northern Local District, to a $111,500 request from South Central Local Schools in Northwest Ohio for a "strategic human capital" project. Awards cannot be released until approval from the Controlling Board, which meets Monday, Dec. 16.

The House Education Committee approved legislation Tuesday that would slow the switch to new tests linked to the Common Core and require students to take fewer end-of-course exams than what the State Board of Education advocates. The committee approved Rep. Andrew Brenner's (R-Powell) HB193 with bipartisan support after adopting two dozen changes, all but one of them included in an omnibus amendment.

State Board of Education members questioned Ohio Department of Education staff Tuesday on whether local school districts will have the technological capacity to administer tests online in time for the introduction of new assessments aligned to Common Core standards.

The Ohio Education Association (OEA) announced Tuesday that delegates to its recent Fall Representative Assembly voted overwhelmingly to adopt a new legislative policy stating that teachers and other school employees should not be asked to serve a dual role as educators and school safety personnel armed with weapons.

A Monroe County school is the 100th public education facility in Ohio to achieve certification from the U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC) for its use of environmentally friendly design, according to the Ohio School Facilities Commission (OSFC).

ELECTIONS 2014

Sen. Eric Kearney (D-Cincinnati) left the ticket as Democratic gubernatorial hopeful Ed FitzGerald's running mate Tuesday, acknowledging that questions about back taxes owed by him and his business were distracting from the campaign's message. The decision came after a string of newspaper editorials over the weekend urging Kearney's ouster, including the hometown papers of both men.

Sen. Tim Schaffer (R-Lancaster) announced Monday that he will be seeking the House seat currently held by Rep. Gerald Stebelton (R-Lancaster) in 2014, the Lancaster Eagle Gazette reports. Both legislators are term-limited. Schaffer went to the Senate in 2007, and was succeeded by Stebelton.

Rep. Richard Adams (R-Troy) has announced that he won't seek re-election to the 80th House District next year, the Dayton Daily News reports. Adams is in his third term and would be eligible to run for one more, but said Friday that he is retiring.

The Ohio Civil Service Employees Association (OCSEA) endorsed Rep. Connie Pillich (D-Cincinnati) for state treasurer.

EMPLOYMENT/UNEMPLOYMENT

The unemployment rate declined from 7.3 percent to 7.0 percent in November, and total nonfarm payroll employment rose by 203,000, the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics said Friday. Employment increased in transportation and warehousing, health care, and manufacturing. According to BLS, both the number of unemployed persons, at 10.9 million, and the unemployment rate, at 7.0 percent, declined in November. Among the unemployed, the number who reported being on temporary layoff decreased by 377,000. The bureau said that largely reflects the return to work of federal employees who were furloughed in October due to the partial government shutdown.

ENERGY

A major group of public and private interests have asked the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio (PUCO) to halt its Nov. 13 order granting Duke Energy $55 million in customer charges to clean up manufactured gas plants derelict for more than 50 years. The Ohio Consumers' Counsel, the Ohio Manufacturers' Association and others say the commission has no legal authority to create an exception to the "used and useful" utility standard when the Ohio Revised Code provides none.

The energy overhaul proposed by House and Senate Republicans drew its first public comments Wednesday from a leading advocate for low- to moderate-income Ohioans. Ohio Partners for Affordable Energy (OPAE), a member of a larger coalition opposing HB302 (Stautberg) and SB58 (Seitz), said the legislation would expand the "extensive subsidies" residential and small business customers already pay large industrial users while also shifting half of all energy efficiency savings to large utility companies, depriving average Ohioans of a proportional share of the state's least expensive energy resource.

ENVIRONMENT

Local public officials Tina Wozniak, Lucas County commissioner, and Jennifer Cochran, Athens City councilwoman, offered their support of President Barack Obama's Climate Action Plan on a conference call with reporters Friday, representing early members of a coalition environmental groups hope to form with environmentally conscious officeholders around the state. Vivian Daly, field organizer for Environment Ohio, said it is time for public officials to realize that "sticking your head in the sand is dangerous, especially when sea levels are rising."

GAMING

Ohio's four casinos brought in slightly more revenue in November than in October, according to figures released by the Ohio Casino Control Commission. Put together, the casinos earned nearly $70.2 million in November, compared to more than $70.1 million in October. For the year, the casinos have brought in over $758 million in revenues.

While the three-year anniversary of the opening of the Cleveland and Toledo casinos is more than a year away, the Ohio Casino Control Commission is taking steps to deal with the flurry of licensure renewal applications it will receive next year. Under Ohio law, licenses for casino employees, vendors, owners and operators will expire in 2015 so the commission is preparing for the background checks necessary to approve those license renewals.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY/STATEHOUSE

The House wrapped up its work for the year Wednesday in a marathon session that saw passage of a dozen bills and resolutions. Among those was SB200 (Uecker), legislation addressing the exchange of information by the secretary of state and state agencies for the maintenance of the statewide voter database. The bill also contains a provision lowering the minimum voting machine standard for counties. Other legislation passed Wednesday included HB274 (Patmon-Sears), regarding animal abuse; HB104 (Ruhl-Stautberg), regarding mental health treatment; HB181 (Brenner), which deals with student data privacy; HB111 (Duffey-Stinziano), which addresses voting power for university student trustees; HB206 (Retherford), which creates Disabled American Veteran license plate; HB292 (Perales), which creates an Aerospace and Technology Study Committee; SB23 (Beagle-Burke), which deals with adoption records; SB137 (Patton), addressing the safety of highway maintenance vehicles; HCR32 (Gonzales), designating Independent Retailers Week; HR306 (Heard), regarding malnutrition; and SCR24 (Bacon), which designates Pancreatic Cancer Awareness Month. Also at Wednesday's session, the House rejected Senate amendments to HB9 (Stautberg), which addresses receivership. 

The Statehouse unveiled the official portrait of Jo Ann Davidson, the only woman to be House speaker, who joked with those gathered at a reception in the Atrium, "Let me give some you just a little warning: if you ever agree to do a portrait, decide to do it sitting down."

Sens. Randy Gardner (R-Bowling Green) and Capri Cafaro (D-Hubbard) announced Thursday the formation of a new bipartisan Lake Erie Caucus of legislators that will hold its organizational meeting in January.

Reps. Mike Duffey (R-Worthington) and Heather Bishoff (D-Blacklick) Wednesday introduced legislation they said will boost Ohioans' protections against "predatory" tow truck abuse.

In other legislative action, House Education Committee reported out HB171 (McClain-Patmon), regarding religious instruction; and HB178 (Phillips), regarding school safety drills; House Judiciary Committee reported HB49 (Dovilla-Retherford), regarding adult protective services; HB129 (Stautberg), which addresses menacing and stalking crimes; House Commerce, Labor and Technology Committee reported out HB326 (Roegner-Reece), which addresses diabetic shoe fitters; and HB318 (Roegner-O'Brien), which deals with auto shows; and House Health and Aging Committee reported out HB310 (Ruhl), dealing with assistance dogs; and HB352. 

GOVERNOR 

Governor's appointments through the week include the following: 

- Laura E. Halpin of Toledo (Lucas County) to serve as a student member on the University of Toledo Board of Trustees for a term beginning Dec. 6, 2013 and ending July 1, 2015. 
- Chelsey N. Ferry of Portsmouth (Scioto County) to serve as a student member of the Shawnee State University Board of Trustees for a term beginning Dec. 6, 2013 and ending June 30, 2015.
- Christine M. Huggins of Marietta (Washington County) to the Governor's Council on People with Disabilities for a term beginning Dec. 9, 2013 and ending Aug. 19, 2016.
- Megan E. Marchal of Dublin (Delaware County) to the State Board of Pharmacy for a term beginning Dec. 10, 2013 and ending June 30, 2017. 
- David L. Wynn of Dayton (Montgomery County) to the Governor's Executive Workforce Board for a term beginning Dec. 10, 2013 and continuing at the pleasure of the governor.
- Terry Patton of Spencer (Medina County) to the Ohio Athletic Commission for a term beginning Dec. 12, 2013, and ending Sept. 2, 2015.


HIGHER EDUCATION

President Emeritus of Ohio State University (OSU) and former West Virginia University (WVU) President E. Gordon Gee was named president of WVU, effective in early January. Gee, who will serve in the role until a permanent president is in place, will take an unpaid leave of absence from OSU and will continue his commitment to lead and complete his work for Ohio Gov. John Kasich's Quality and Value Initiative.

JUDICIAL

The Ohio Attorney General's Office and U.S. Attorney for the Northern District of Ohio announced Thursday that a former Coshocton pharmacist has been ordered to pay more than $2 million in funds obtained through fraudulent billing practices. United States District Court for the Northern District of Ohio Judge David Dowd sentenced Barbara Elise Miller to four and a half years in prison and ordered her to pay exactly $2,163,000 in restitution Thursday afternoon.

Darke County Common Pleas Court Judge Jonathan P. Hein will serve as 2014 president of the Ohio Common Pleas Judges Association (OCPJA); Lorain County Domestic Relations/Juvenile Court Judge Debra L. Boros will serve as president of the Ohio Association of Juvenile Court Judges (OAJCJ); and Licking County Domestic Relations Court Judge Richard P. Wright will serve as president of the Ohio Association of Domestic Relations Judges (OADRJ) for 2014 and 2015.

Ohio Chief Justice Maureen O'Connor handed out Golden Gavel awards to the following retiring judges with at least 10 years of service: Madison County Common Pleas Court Judge Robert D. Nichols, Richland County Common Pleas Court Judge James D. Henson, Belmont County Common Pleas Court Judge Jennifer L. Sargus, Harrison County Common Pleas Court Judge Michael J. Nunner, Athens County Common Pleas Court Judge Michael W. Ward, Jackson County Common Pleas Court Judge Leonard F. Holzapfel, and Summit County Common Pleas Court Judge Judith L. Hunter.

The Ohio Supreme Court board that investigates the unauthorized practice of law (UPL) elected its 2014 leadership on Wednesday. John J. Chester Jr., a partner at Taft, Stettinius & Hollister LLP in Columbus, will serve as chair, and Robert V. Morris II, a magistrate at the Franklin County Probate Court, will serve as vice chair. Chester served as vice chair this year.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

The Ohio Development Services Agency (DSA) wrapped up Calendar Year 2013 with $8.7 million in total awards approved by the Local Government Innovation Council, which announced another $2.5 million in grants and loans to 13 projects in 11 counties.


NATURAL RESOURCES

The Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR), already held in contempt once by the Ohio Supreme Court for moving too slowly to pay landowners near Grand Lake St. Marys for flood damage, is facing fresh calls for the high court to again rule the agency in contempt of its December 2011 ruling.

Ohio hunters checked 75,408 white-tailed deer during the weeklong gun hunting season, according to the Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR).

PENSION FUNDS

State pension systems briefed lawmakers Wednesday on new accounting rules for public employee retirement plans, explaining how governments will have to reflect big, new liabilities on their financial reports. Standards 67 and 68 from the Government Accounting Standards Board (GASB) won't affect how pensions are funded, but will change the way retirement plans and government employers calculate the value of investments and liabilities, said Karen Carraher, executive director of the Ohio Public Employees Retirement System (OPERS).

PEOPLE

William L. Mallory Sr., the first African-American to serve as majority floor leader in the Ohio House, died Tuesday at the age of 82. He was elected to the House in 1966 and served 28 years in the Legislature, 20 of them as majority floor leader.

Former Sen. Tim Grendell was honored this month with the Ohio Association of Juvenile Court Judges' Distinguished Service Award.

The family of Paul A. Corey, 87, of Columbus announced he passed away Wednesday after a brief illness. A Mass of Christian Burial will be held Wednesday, Dec. 18 at St. Peter Catholic Church, Columbus.

The County Engineers Association of Ohio (CEAO) presented four legislators awards during its annual conference earlier this week in Columbus. Receiving the CEAO Legislators of the Year Awards were Sens. Gayle Manning (R-North Ridgeville) and Tim Schaffer (R-Lancaster) and Reps. John Patrick Carney (D-Columbus) and Rex Damschroder (R-Fremont).

A veteran of state fiscal operations is the new chief financial officer of the Ohio Development Services Agency (DSA) after six months as the department's head loan officer. DSA said Kenyatta Chandler, who served many years as a financial administrator for the Ohio State Treasurer's Office and the Office of Budget and Management, will now lead DSA's finance, loan and budget teams.

Jon Dudley joined the Montrose Group LLC as the firm's director of Technology Commercialization and Grant Writing. He will provide consulting, research and analysis, proposal writing and editing, and lobbying services.

PUBLIC SAFETY

The state dropped its plans to comply with the federal REAL ID Act amid privacy concerns from the general public fearing more widespread access to facial recognition databases, birth certificates and Social Security cards, according to Joe Andrews, communications director at the Ohio Department of Public Safety (ODPS). The decision to scrap the project was made five months ago by the Ohio Bureau of Motor Vehicles (BMV), but was not announced publicly. This could mean state-issued driver's licenses would not be accepted by Transportation Security Administration (TSA) agents at airports or at federal buildings in the future.

STATE GOVERNMENT

The Ohio Department of Agriculture's (ODAg) rule that requires larger snake cages effective Jan. 1, 2014 would need legislative action to be changed, according to the Joint Committee on Agency Rule Review (JCARR).

The Bureau of Motor Vehicles (BMV) has selected Kim Oxender as its first "What's on Your Plate?" winner. Oxender was selected from 30 submissions: she chose the Donate Life plate with her son Kaleb's nickname on it "KBOB." Kaleb, who was killed in an auto accident in June 2013, was an organ donor.

Ten state government cabinet agencies were recognized recently for exceeding the state's commitment to make 15 percent of government contracts available to Minority Business Enterprises (MBE) during FY13.

TELECOMMUNICATIONS/INTERNET

Ohio is getting a new area code thanks to population increases in the state's fastest growing region in several Columbus suburbs. The Public Utilities Commission of Ohio (PUCO) announced Wednesday that a new, 220- area code is expected to be introduced in the 740- exchange to the north and east of the state capital by mid-2015.

TOBACCO

A new report from the Campaign for Tobacco-Free Kids ranks Ohio 47th in funding programs that prevent kids from smoking and helps smokers quit. The annual report said Ohio spends just $1.5 million on tobacco prevention and cessation programs, only 1 percent of the $145 million recommended by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). Still, the state's 47th rank is better than last year's rank of 51st, including the District of Columbia, and the report notes more funds were budgeted for prevention in FY14 than in FY13.

VETERANS

Veterans of the armed forces who served during the time of the Persian Gulf War have only until Tuesday, Dec. 31, 2013 to apply for the Ohio Veterans Bonus, according to the Ohio Department of Veterans Services (ODVS). Veterans eligible to receive the Persian Gulf War portion of the Ohio Veterans Bonus can have served anywhere in the world for at least 90 days active duty -- not for training -- between Aug. 2, 1990 and March 3, 1991. The amount of the bonus is higher for service in the Persian Gulf theatre. Eligible veterans must have been a resident of Ohio when they entered the military and must be a resident at the time they apply.
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